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M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t
Habitat for Humanity is an ecumenical Christian housing ministry which forms partnerships 

with volunteers who share the vision of eliminating poverty housing worldwide.

President’s Message
by Dave Kinnard

Can you believe it? It is September already 
and for several days now it has already looked 
like and felt like fall – or at least when it quit 
raining long enough to stick your head outside 
to check. Soon the hot summer days we enjoy 
(or complain about if we are roofing a new 
house) will be behind us for another year, but 
let’s not rush it yet! There are still plenty of 
great, warm days to build Habitat houses yet 
this year.

And build we have – I am happy to 
announce that homes #52 and #53 are 
partially completed as the first homes in the 
new “Habitat” subdivision in Rebecca Estates 
next to Newman School. For those of you 
who haven’t heard, an anonymous family who 
originally committed to sponsor one home in 
2010 – the Tutt House, subsequently decided 
to purchase an entire neighborhood – 11 
additional building lots in the same subdivision, 
affording us a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to focus our efforts in one neighborhood. 
THANK YOU DONORS – WE CANNOT THANK 
YOU ENOUGH!!

Fair build this year was again a magnificent 
time for the more than 230 volunteers, many 
of them from the Lutheran community, who 
helped build the majority of the Thrivent Builds 
with Habitat for Humanity House for the 
Amanda Nelson family in record time – must 
have been the great weather. Thanks to funding 
from Stockman Bank, it was then successfully 
moved from the fairgrounds to its permanent 
site on Rebecca Place.

One lot away from Home #53, the Tutt 
House being built for the Gallegos family, is 
up and sheeted. By October, we should have 
a Groundbreaking for Home #54, which will 
be built over the winter. It’s great to have so 
many lots!

While all this has been going on, our 
ReStore facility is under the guidance of new 
general manager, Joe Hoch, and operations 
manager, Sue Halligan, continues to set all 
time revenue records while keeping valuable 
building supplies out of the landfill. Why does 
all this happen?

Life in poverty housing crushes the dreams 
of youngsters and their parents. Decent homes 
can literally transform lives. Home ownership 
contributes to greater family and financial 
stability, to feelings of belonging, and to 
establishing personal credit. When we build a 
Habitat home we build renewed hope for that 
family into the very walls of their home.

That is truly what the Habitat partnership 
is all about – a dedicated bunch of volunteers 
who contribute their ideas, sweat and time; 
sponsors who contribute financial and material 
resources, and our precious Habitat families 
who strive to achieve that goal of home 
ownership that so many already enjoy.

Bless us all in continuing to fulfill the Lord’s 
mission in 2010 – to love our neighbor!

Amanda Nelson carrying 2 x 4’s for her house. She’s one happy future Habitat Homeowner!



Having recent ly  been 
called back home to Tacoma, 
Washington due to a family 
emergency, I have spent quite 
a lot of time reflecting on what 
HOME means. Here in Montana, 
where I’ve lived for twenty-
eight years, it has come to 
mean comfort, contentment 
and solace. But, somewhere, 

deep inside, the child in me remembers the security of a 
home always there, the safety of a close-knit dead-end street 
neighborhood and perhaps the knowledge that if all else fails 
in life, HOME is always a “port in the storm” of life where I 
could flee. So, when the emergency turned into the death of 
my mother, it was a comfort to hear that my younger brother 
would inherit the house and continue to live there. 

Yes, of course I know the world has changed tremendously 
from those care-free days. Very few families, today, are able 
to live in one location for a lifetime. But my younger brother 
was born into the world and the family home, so when he said 
I would always have a place there, it meant a lot.

The vast majority of Habitat for Humanity families 
never move from their Habitat home, which leads me to feel 
tremendously proud that the work accomplished through 
the generosity of hundreds of donors and volunteers, allows 
many, many children today to grow up with that same safety, 
security and contentment. What a gift in a world where so 
many people tend to move often!!! 

A few years ago, you might remember the greeting card 
that we sent to all of you at Christmas time. The front was 
a self-portrait of a now-grown Habitat family member; a 
young man who had grown up in a Habitat home, joined the 
military and drew a picture of himself returning home from 
a tour in Iraq. His caption to his self-portrait read... “If it 
weren’t for Habitat, I wouldn’t have a home to return to.” These 
words touched my heart. Not only for the work accomplished 
through this mission but for the sentiment expressed. Yes, we 
move on in life and create new homes, but there’s something 
deeply satisfying about the home we grew up in remaining 
the family home. 

Returning to that extremely modest, small family home 
of mine, also reinforced for me that the size of a Habitat for 
Humanity house is “just right!!” When we were very young, 
one of my brothers shared a bedroom with me. In reflecting 
over the past, we remembered great stories of things we did 
together... like jumping out of the bedroom window into the 
sprinkler in the summer just for fun!!! Of course, that lasted 
only until mom caught us. Thankfully, no broken bones – but 
great memories and stories of home to retell. 

Your donations, your volunteer hours, and your prayers 
continue to give the gift of simple pleasures, a simple, humble 
home and simply wonderful memories to families who need a 
simple solution to the very real problem of inadequate housing. 
THANK YOU for all YOU do. 

Director’s 
Door

Is 
Always 

Open

Leader:   Loving God, you made us in your image and blessed us with 
wisdom, creativity, skill, compassion and love.

People: Give us sight to see your children in need, ability to hear your 
call to serve and willingness to be your hands and feet.

 
Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty! Even the 

sparrow has found a home and the swallow a nest—a place near 
your altar, O Lord.

People: Heaven is your throne and the earth your footstool. Empower 
us with your strength and wisdom to build safe dwellings.

Leader: You have called us to share our food with the hungry and to 
provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when we see the naked, 
to clothe him.

People: Give us willing hearts, Lord, and inspire us to action.

Leader: When you call upon the Lord, spend yourselves on behalf of the 
hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed. �e Lord will 
always guide you. He will satisfy your needs and strengthen you.

People: Grant us safety and protect us as we build your kingdom 
through building homes and communities.

Leader: He has showed you what is good. And what does the Lord require 
of you? 

People:  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our 
God.

Leader:  Transform our world and transform our hearts and minds. 
People:  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me.

ALL: Make us into one people—your people—like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and purpose.

Prayer for Shelter

International Day of Prayer and Action
for Human Habitat

Habitat for Humanity  
International Day of Prayer

September 19, 2010

Many local churches supported the annual Day 
of Prayer by inviting speakers, discussing the very 
real problem of poverty housing and/or by sharing 
the Prayer for Shelter. We include it here and ask 
that you continue to pray throughout the year that 
we continue to find a way to provide simple, decent, 
affordable housing to families in need and thank God 
for those who answer the call to help. 

“It’s not your blue blood, your pedigree or your 
college degree. It’s what you do with your life that 
counts.” 

	 ~Millard Fuller,  
	 founder Habitat for Humanity International



Visit Our Website: www.billingshabitat.org

3rd Annual 
Habitat for Humanity

“Restaurant Partnership Month”
Habitat for Humanity is partnering with local restaurants to raise money
to build safe, decent, affordable houses for families in the community.

Please Treat Yourself & Dine Out 
at one or all of these participating restaurants 

during their week and a portion of the proceeds will benefit 
Habitat for Humanity Mid-Yellowstone Valley.

Oct. 3 thru Oct. 9	 The Sports Page	 1425 Broadwater
Oct. 4 thru Oct. 9	 Doc & Eddy’s West	 927 So. 32nd St. W.
Oct. 10 thru Oct. 16	 McCormick Cafe	 2419 Montana
Oct. 10 thru Oct. 16	 Café Italia (Closed Monday)	 2417 Montana	  
Oct. 11 thru Oct. 16	 Q Cuisine	 2503 Montana
Oct. 17 thru Oct. 23	 Don Luis	 15 North 26th St.
Oct. 24 thru Oct. 30	 Montana’s Rib & Chop House	 1849 Majestic Lane
  

Thank you for your support!

A New Team Member
Jeanne Larsen,  

Family Support Specialist & Executive Assistant

Many of you got to know Chrissantha Cramer. She served this affiliate with dedication and kindness 
and commitment... until her husband decided to attend Law School in Missoula this fall and they needed 
to move. We suggested, partly in jest!!, that she visit him on weekends and continue to work with us, 
but, well, we weren’t convincing. So the process of replacing her began.

We were blessed with a terrific candidate and when she said “yes” we all experienced that sense of 
both sadness at losing Chrissantha and joy to have a new team member with such terrific skills, qualities 
and then we knew we could move on with renewed excitement.

Jeanne was born and raised in southeast Wisconsin. She has lived in Montana for seven years. She is 
married and has three children. Her background is in administration and mortgage lending. She enjoys photography, computers 
and spending time with her family and two dogs. She came to us with mortgage lending experience and the ability to get 
comfortable with the data base, web site upkeep and the myriad of other tasks assigned to this position. Her kind and gentle 
manner is inviting and welcoming to new families who apply to the program. 

We WELCOME JEANNE and invite you to stop by and say “hi” anytime.



In non-profit work there’s that 
“gift of a lifetime” that makes a 
difference to your mission in a way 
that is memorable, that touches 
your heart and makes you oh-so-
happy to be doing what you do. 
One such gift has come our way and it is one that has made 
a significant impact on our ability to build houses for those 
in need.

Through the generosity of a very special couple, we will be 
building in a small, quiet, lovely subdivision next to Newman 
Elementary School off South Billings Blvd. for the next three 
years. But, let me tell you a bit of the story of how this all 
came to happen. 

Several years ago, I met a couple whose value system just 
seemed to click with mine and though we didn’t see each other 
often, it always warmed my heart when they crossed my path; 
it just seemed like we could have been old friends. They were 
great supporters of Habitat for Humanity, but it wasn’t until 
I heard the story of their motivation that I truly appreciated 
their involvement. Some people give for the tax benefits, some 
people give because of a relationship, and then there’s people 
who give to give back. 

Last fall we were desperate for land. We had two families 
ready for Groundbreaking Ceremonies and no land to break 
ground on!! Our Site Committee had been looking at any 
possibility that came our way, but everything seemed out of 
reach in our budget. Eventually, one of our site committee 
members was able to negotiate a deal on three lots and we 
were thrilled! I took one of the soon-to-be house sponsors, who 
just happened to be this very special couple, out to see the land. 
We talked that day, as we had numerous times 
before, about Habitat’s difficulty in finding land 
that fit our budget. They were as happy as I with 
the location of the building site and we parted 
company on a very “high note.” 

The next morning, I received a phone call 
that left me speechless. This kind, generous 
couple wanted me to know that, after thinking 
about the land, the location, the opportunities 
for families and knowing that there were 
eleven more lots available in the subdivision, 

they simply said... “And we want to purchase the entire rest 
of the subdivision for Habitat.” I was stunned. I was flooded 
with emotions but few words. I think I said something like... 
“Are you sure?” 

For the next couple months that it took us to work out all 
the details; negotiating price, working with accountants and 
drawing up paperwork, I lived with the fear that something 
would go wrong; and at the same time, the desire to shout 
from the rooftops. When it was all done and we were able to 
make the announcement, we did it rather quietly. 

At the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the house that this 
generous couple is sponsoring, I told the story of a young boy 
whose life had been changed by a man named Mr. Tutt. This 
boy had been written off by his own family but taken under the 
wing of a man who taught him a work ethic, gave him a job, 
tutored him through school and truly loved him like a father. 
This generous couple – who has asked to remain anonymous 
– is sponsoring The Tutt House (Habitat House #53) to help 
change the life of a family much as Mr. Tutt changed the life 
of our donors, my friends. With the complete support of both 
husband and wife, not only is there a Tutt House, but there 
will be an entire subdivision of families whose lives will be 
changed by the generosity of someone whose own life was 
changed many, many years ago. 

A GIFT 
OF 

LAND!!!



Invitation
to Groundbreaking for House #54
We would love to have you attend the Groundbreaking 

Ceremony for House #54 for Harry & Janelle He Does It and 
their children, Nathaniel (12), Martin (8), Skyler (6) and 

River (2) on October 23rd at 10:00 am. While the specific 
lot is yet to be decided as of this writing, the house will 
be built on Rebecca Place, a short cul-de-sac in Rebecca 

Estates just off Newman Lane and right behind  
Newman Elementary School. Come meet the  

family and launch another  
simple, decent, affordable home.

House #51 Dedication
Dedications are so uplifting!!! When the house keys were 

handed to Danielle Elizondo on June 26th we felt the familiar 
thrill of accomplishment... one more house finished, one more 
family no longer needing to live in substandard housing, one 
more family, one more family with great possibilities. But then, 
Danielle’s mom asked if she could say a few words and went on 
to thank everyone. With tears in her eyes told everyone what it 
means to a mom to see her child be given an opportunity that, 
as a mom, she had prayed about for years. Every volunteer, 

every donor, every supporter had a hand in helping to answer 
that prayer. Wow! It was one of those blessings that remind 
each and every person associated with Habitat for Humanity 
that God is indeed “alive and well” and present in this mission. 

The next Dedication is tentatively scheduled for November 
6th. Please watch the web site, the weekly Habitat UPdates 
or just call the office to confirm; and then please attend. It’s 
only an hour out of your Saturday and well worth the time. 
Your heart will be touched.

House #52 & #53 
Groundbreakings

We sometimes do things out of order – just to see if 
you’re paying attention!!! We held the Groundbreaking 
for House #53 before the Groundbreaking for House 

#52. Why would we do that... I’m sure you’re 
asking!!! Well, we finished House #51 about 
mid-June and we sure didn’t want our dedicated 
volunteers to be have nothing to do, so we started 
another house. However, House #52 was scheduled 
to be the house we started at the MontanaFair – 
which wasn’t to be held until August 13-21st. 

So, on Saturday, June 12th, we held the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for House #53 for 
the Mitchell & LaDonna Gallegos Family and on 
Saturday, July 31st we held the Groundbreaking 
Ceremony for House #52 for the Amanda Nelson 
Family. 

House #52 is Sponsored by Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans and a grant from the ThriventBuilds 
with Habitat for Humanity partnership that has 

resulted in more than 2,000 houses being built 
throughout the nation. 

About 2/3 of the house was built at the 
MontanaFair. The house was moved to its lot at 4731 
Rebecca Place and will be finished by more volunteers. 
A tentative Dedication Ceremony is scheduled for 
November 6th.

House #53 is known as The Tutt House and is 
sponsored by a very generous, anonymous couple 
who wants to honor a man, Mr. Tutt, and his legacy. 
(Note: Please read more of this story in the “A GIFT 
OF LAND” on opposite page.) 

Groundbreaking Ceremonies are filled with vision 
and excitement. The family, with the first shovel of 
dirt, begins planning for their own simple, decent, 
affordable home and what it will mean to their family 
for the rest of their lives. The next Groundbreaking 
Ceremony will be for House #54 and will be held 
October 23rd. We cordially welcome and invite 
everyone to attend and help the He Does It Family 
celebrate the start of their dream come true.

Elizondo family 
receives Bible from 
Bennie Buntjer, Family 
Partner Committee 
Member

Amanda Nelson 
in the center of the 

"People House" 

The Gallegos family



“If I had a Hammer, I’d Hammer in the Morning.  
I’d Hammer in the Evening, all over this Land….”

by Jeanne Larsen, Executive Assistant/Application Specialist

I believe I found myself first humming this song on Friday 
evening. It continued to reappear in my head throughout the 
FairBuild. Spending a week participating in the Habitat for 
Humanity FairBuild had its share of memorable experiences.

Friday was a busy day. The office staff and I spent a couple 
of hours getting our supplies to the Fairgrounds. The afternoon 
was filled with last minute trips. I took a quick tour of the 
Fair in the golf cart that had been donated to us, sensing the 
anticipation of the Fair opening in just a few hours.

At 3:30 the Opening Ceremony for the Habitat House 
began. I was amazed at how attentive everyone was while the 
speakers talked about Habitat and its mission to help families 
out of poverty housing. You could feel the sincerity as each 
person spoke. They weren’t here because they had to be, but 
because they wanted to be.

Now the construction was about to begin. The anticipation 
of the volunteers was palpable. It felt like the excitement 
a child feels on Christmas morning. I had a hard time not 
grabbing a hard hat and a hammer and jumping in. I grabbed 
the camera and started clicking away. I felt an incredible need 
to preserve this moment being in awe of how pure it felt; all 
of these gracious, selfless people joining together to help a 
fellow human being. The sound of hammers and saws were 
music to my ears….and in my head it began again… “If I had 
a hammer, I’d hammer in the morning…”

Reluctantly, I needed to head for home, my work day over. 
I shared my day with my family who listened politely, but I 
realized it was one of those things you had to experience for 
yourself in order to really understand it.

The next day I found my thoughts would drift to the 
jobsite. I wondered how the house was coming and I relived 
the previous day in my mind. I started doubting what I had 
experienced. It was just the moment everyone got caught up in, 
I thought to myself. I’m sure tomorrow it won’t be as special, 
people will be tired and start complaining as people do. In 
this world, special moments like Friday can’t be sustained. 
My thoughts of the Fair faded.

Sunday I was excited to be able to again work at the Fair. 
I still had some doubts from the day before, but I was very 
curious to see what I would find when I got there. As I walked 
from the parking lot, I found myself humming that song 
again… I could feel the anticipation building inside myself. 
I wanted it to be the same as Friday but I was guarded. I 
quietly observed my surroundings when I arrived. After a few 
moments I felt it again… that wonderful feeling of giving. I 
heard the laughter of the volunteers, saw the helpful hands 
assisting others, and heard the kind, encouraging words being 
exchanged by families and volunteers alike. I was wrong, this 
could be sustained; the human spirit was alive and well. Again 
I began to hum…

I felt a sense of pride that I hadn’t felt in years. As people 
inquired about Habitat I had to restrain myself for fear of 
scaring them away with my overabundant enthusiasm. I was 
thrilled to share with them the wonderful service we are able 
offer to families that have no other options; that is only possible 
because of the generosity and dedication of our volunteers 
and donors. 

The house was nearing completion and I received the call 
I dreaded. The work was completed earlier than expected and 
I was no longer needed at the jobsite. I stopped in for one 
final visit. As I walked through the house I envisioned the mom 
and her two children cuddling up together on a cold winter 
night being surrounded by the sturdy walls and warm carpet 
beneath their feet. A dream had come true for this family 
and I was privileged enough to see it happen. The time for 
humming had passed…all the way to work I sang that song 
at the top of my lungs.

Time for the roof!

Up goes the long wall on the first night. Look at all those great volunteers!



Learning to put up vinyl siding is FUN There it goes... onto I-90 West, headed to Rebecca Estates!

A huge thank you the MetraPark 
for their partnership in making the 

FairBuild such a great success!

The Stockman Bank Bunch



Groups: American Lutheran Church—
Gary Enstrom, Greg Anderson, Glenna Haaland, 
David & Joan Aaseng, Robin Smith, Evan Clark, 
Darrell Buszmann, Jan Pedersen; Atonement 
Lutheran Church—Brian & Kathy Ferdig, Janie 
Fitch-Meszaros, Sandi Gonzalez, Mary Jane 
Hinckley, Todd Koepp, Mary Martin, Lindsey 
Meszaros, Donna Newell, Terry Struck; Christ the 
King—Irene Aure, Erich-Emil Gabriel, Andrea 
Schultz, Rev. Ryan Wendt, Judy Ziegeldorf; King 
of Glory—Gary Aasheim, Jerry Baker, Dennis 
Bar, Shirlee Bitney, Sheryl Costanzo, Jim & Linda 
Cornetet, Shawn McNeil, Thomas Thompson, 
Laura Voight; Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd—Nick Bechtold, Chris Bechtold, Gene 
& Carol Blackwell, Kristi Bummer, Bennie Buntjer, 
Doug Chase, Cal Chase, Jill Degn, Erika Morck, 
Shaun Seedhouse, Frank & Mary Hemphill; Mount 
Olive—Crow & Debbie Buck, Sue Dutcher, Helen 
Dutcher, Jeff Hill, Greyson Hill, Derwood Mercer; Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church—Shirley Hanson, Don Brown, Ron Herman, Marie Waller, Janice 
Stockert; Our Savior Lutheran Church—Shirley Hamby, Justin & Heather 
Link, Paul Mock, Terry Wareham; Peace Lutheran—Erl & Ann Barsness, 
Mike Brown, Gary Finn, Lew Hammermeister, DuWayne Hansen, Norman 
Hodges, Ron Martin-Dart, Ron Zech; Trinity Lutheran—Eugene Allard, 
Chris Allard, Don & Pat Black, Lee & Diana Hafner, Donald Krohn, Wayne 
Kunst, Ed & Eloise Livingston, Roger & Karole Michel, Tim Richholt, Renee 
Taylor, Michael Thomas; Yellowstone Lutheran Brethren—Dick Anderson, 
Danny Bronson, Don Cornish, Paula Lundell, Jerry & Dianne Shumaker, 
Kelly O’Donnell; Pilgrim Congregational Church—John & Piper Sellers, 
LaRae Kramlick, Sarah Haugse, Kevin Kramlick; Stockman Bank—Butch 
Bratsky, Shannon Bratsky, Gretchen Buscher, Bart Cornell, Cindy Cornell, 
Todd Hanna, Josh Reiter

Individuals— Brenda Bassett, Natasha Bentz, Fred Button, Toni Chapel, 
Cheri Chevalier, Mark Cichosz, Mark Cotter, Angela Douglas, Dave Fishbaugh, 
Scott Fitzpatrick, Harry Garberg, Connie Genger, Danny Glover, Xavreia Grass, 
Janie Hampton, Sam & Kelly Handley, Kate Hardin, Rachel Haynes, Donna 
Healy, Susana Huntoon, Debbie Hust, Travis & Tina Jaynes, Sarah LaPerle, 
Larry Leonard, Julie Lester, Bob Lough, Debbie Magilke, Paul McLean, Kelly 
Metcalf, Carol Mick, Johnny Miller, Deanna Mydland, Emily Nantz, David 
Nelson, Jay Olsen, Loween Peterson, Seana Rau, Maggie Reichert, Jarren 
Scheller, Josh Schmitt, Amar Shah, Maureen Skau, John Smith, Jim Stensland, 
Jaime Stevens, David Trotter, Michael Verseman, Ken Weber, Caralyn Zalewski, 
Shani Zigweid, Tim & Kathy Zigweid

House Sponsor

Sponsor of House Move

Fair House Donors  
& Volunteers

A  
BIG THANK YOU 
to all our donors and 
to groups from the 
following Lutheran 
churches and other 
groups, and for the 

many, many individuals 
who helped during the  

Fair portion of the 
Build.

One of the groups from 11 area Lutheran Churches
Some groups/individuals worked multiple times. 

Our apologies to anyone we may have inadvertently omitted.



Construction Update!
We have two houses currently under construction – so 

there’s LOTS for volunteers to do.  We started House #52 
at the MontanaFair, but it still needs the interior framed, 
insulated, sheetrocked, plumed, electrical wire strung and 
all those finishing touches that turn a pile of materials into 
a simple, decent, affordable house.  House #53 needs to be 
sided and all the same steps as House #52... and is scheduled 
for completion by Thanksgiving.  

If you’d like to volunteer to work on either of these 
houses, please call the office to schedule a Saturday or 
Thursday to work. Call 652-0960 and ask for Debra.  You’ll 
have a great day, you’ll learn something new (remember no 
skills are necessary to volunteer), you’ll get a great lunch 
(donors of lunch needed, too) and you’ll always be able to 
drive by and say...  “I Helped Build It!!”

Trusses being set in early August on the Tutt house.

Our Current Partner Families
Mitchell & Ladonna Gallegos, 

Amanda Nelson, Harry & Janelle He Does It, 
Suzette Maris, Nick & BreAnna Pfeifer,  

Eddy & Crystal Lantz, Shawntel Booth & Angela 
Stensland, Shannon Nadeau

We would like to  
WELCOME  
our newest  

Habitat Partner Families!

HARRY & JANELLE HE DOES IT
The family was accepted into the 

program in January 2010. There are four 
children. Theirs will be the next house 
we start and we will work on it over the 
winter. They are so very excited!

Eddy and Crystal Lantz
This family was accepted in May 

2010. They have three children. They’ve 
already attended workshops and are 
working on their sweat equity hours. 

Nick and BreAnna Pfeifer
The Pfeifers were accepted in May 

2010. They have three young children. They 
have been working hard on their sweat 
equity hours and are looking forward to the 
day when we hold their Groundbreaking. 

Shawntel Booth and Angela 
Stensland

Shawntel and Angela’s family was 
accepted in June 2010. They have a five-year-
old daughter and an infant son. Shawntel and 
Angela’s first connection with the program, 
after being accepted, was when they came 
to the Dedication Ceremony for our affiliate’s 
51st House – about three days after Angela 
had given birth to their son! They continue to 
have great anticipation about the start of their 
house next year.

Shannon Nadeau
Shannon has been in the program since June 

of 2010. She is a single mother of three children. 
Shannon is just getting started on her sweat 
equity hours and is grateful to be in the program. 

Commit  
	 to the Lord whatever you do 

and your plans will succeed.  
– Proverbs 16:3



April 17 - September 1, 2010

•	Skyview National Honor Society—Jazlyn Schnabl, 
Marin Keyes, Chris Selph, Jess Ehlang, Alex Prosenick, 
Kelsey McNeil, Marielle Spitzer, Zak Kober, Kerry 
Gruizenga, Rachel Kelly, Jeremy Fuhrman, Nick 
MacLean, Raeanna Madigan, Andrea Ketterling, Monica 
Carpenter, Dustin Sandbak, Cody Russell, Tyler Hopkin, 
Olivia Calabrese, Jessica Morse, Sonja Choriki, Corey 
Schmidt, Will Kent, Isaac Shoulder Blade, Ruth Letson, 
Bill Letson

•	Rocky Mountain College Alumni Association—Vicki 
Davison, Justin Rehklau, Kristi Foster, Pete Taylor, 
Jorden Points, Mike Vicars, Jesse Murphy, Cesar Mireles, 
Isaac Olungara, Andy Babb

•	National Women Build Week May 6th—Kim 
Burdick, Hjordis Johnson, Alisha James, Kim Stump, 
Melody Westmoreland, Linda McDaniel, Jean Nilson, 
Connie Genger, Shani Zigweid, Linda Anderson, Carolyn 
Jones, Gayle Ellis, Emma Murter, Melody Murter, Mo 
Skau, Marilyn Bland, Janie Hull, Joanne McGovern, 
Linda Cladis, Marilyn Wheeler, Cinda Robbins, Cheri 
Chevalier, Jan Pedersen, Mary Dietrich, Johnny Miller, 
John Smith, Jerry Baker, David Nelson, and Dave Trotter

•	Wells Fargo Employees/Friends—Amy Sjostrom, 
Terry Struck, Mo Skau, Karen Lilleboe, Jason DiMatteo, 
Rayanne Choate, Angie Fettig, Terry McMillan, Bernie 
Bookheimer, Cody Kraske, Racheal Willford, Melanie 
McGinnis, Tara Kelsey, Mary Honaker, Robyn Robbins, 
Seth Williamson, Mitch Peterson, Bryan Hutchinson, 
Marilyn Eckroth, Susan Rye

•	Rocky Mountain College’s Physician’s Assistant 
Program Students—Heather Henson, Bryce Doak, 
Maggie Dutcher, Tanner Reichert

•	ExxonMobil Employees/Families—Fred Button, 
Johnny Miller, Kurt Erickson, Kevin Erickson

•	United Methodist Conference Attendees-Adults 
& Youth—Lee & Karen Disney, Jeremy Scott, Dave 
& Sally McConnell, Marinn Pierce, Elaine Stanovsky, 
Yvonne Layton, Alice Swett, Val Colenso, Elizabeth 
Dickensheets, Ben Dickensheets, Ryan Coster, Jessi 
Persson, Barbara Otey, Leah Hueser, Bonnie Swett, 
Carol Baumbauer, Kelyn King

•	Sage Spa Employees—Stephanie Dwyer, Erica 
Simpson, Megan Duhame

•	New Apostolic Church—Eric Logan, Andrew Munson, 
Phil Johnson, Mike Suazo, Darin Steiner

•	Billings Senior High’s 30th Class Reunion—Pete 
Taylor, Dean Mikelson, Mike Hall, Dane & Sheila Nobles, 
Hans & Debra Abbey

•	Youth Volunteer Corps of Yellowstone County—
Nathan Staley, Parker Paulson, Lily Westerhoff, Lexi 
Eagle, Megan Weller

•	Pilgrim Congregational Church—John & Piper 
Sellers, Sarah Haugse, Ken Walters, Brian Emmons, 
Bobbi, LaRae & Tiara Kramlich, Marty & Patty Rukstad

•	Mayflower Congregational Church—Marsha Evans, 
Phil Boggio, Julie Gordon, Steve & Jane Bjordahl, Carol 
Mick, Bob Jurovich

•	Crowley Fleck—Chris Stoneback, Daniela Pavuk, 
Adam Olschanlager, Elaine & Dave Kinnard, David 
Charles 

•	MSU-B Resident Assistants—Michael Stenberg, 
Steven Barton, Kyle Goings, Anne Grady, Cindy 
Staffanson, Aaron Stucker

We have made every attempt to list each volunteer who worked on our construction 
projects, in the office, the ReStore, and/or on other special projects Thank you all so much 
for your support in building hope for families in our area.  Many of these volunteers worked 
multiple times. Our apologies to anyone we may have inadvertently omitted. 

Hjordis Johnson, Dave Trotter, Bob Lough, David Nelson, Johnny Miller, Jay Olsen, Marc Dahl, John 
Smith, Greg Beach, Harry Garberg, Cheri Chevalier, Jerry Baker,  Dave Fishbaugh, Mike Vandever, 
Max Baucus, Fred Button, Clarence Lassle,  Bill Bredehoft, Shani Zigweid, Jeff Hert, Lucas Hert, 
Bryce Kanterowicz, Corey Strauss, Don Agan, Bruce McGee, Jonathan Miller, Jesse Reid, Jim & Kay 
Ashkraft, William Lamdin, Jolene Young, Carolyn Jones, Rodney Casey, Kim Burdick, Everett Spencer, 
Jaime Stevens, Dave & Elaine Kinnard, Loween Peterson, Tobin Lewis, Teresa Anderson, Ben King, 
Kristi Niles, Chris Niles, Liz Ching, Sam Sadler, Natasha Bentz, Dave Siljestrom, Jessica Bunn, John & 

Work Group Volunteers
Thanks to the following groups who came from businesses, churches, 
schools, and service organizations to work at our jobsites.

by Debra Dusenbury

Piper Sellers, Sarah Haugse, LaRae Kramlick, Danny Glover, Ty Rosean, Jim Stensland,  Margaret Ping, Joanne Timm, Cinda Robbins, Jim Bateman, Lorraine, 
Les Kercher, Helen Fryer, Allan Hinkle, Jill Bowers, Velta Morton, Alan Stageberg, Russ Foreman, James Halligan, Dave & Marilyn Peterson, Jolene Young, 
Deborah Monari, Bob Southern, Paul Mock, Tom Garcia, Darrell Dennis, Vince Gutierrez, Bob Parrett, Darold Wichmann, Tommie Scott, Justin Edgell, Chris 
Willson, Debbie Johnson, Charlie Grinsteiner, Claude Allen, Darylynn Wirtala, Devan Fink, Alexis Andersen, Kallie Parsons, Blake Heiser, Maddison Liberty, 
Leanna Hoch, Joanne Hoch, Jason Martschinske, Kathy Kierstead, Christy Bird, Bob Sienko, Jeff Smith, Bob Dalton, Mikayla Holle, Nathan Gonzales, Andrew 
Dickerson, John Teater, Nathan Fritz, Jake Principe

We are grateful for the many individuals, businesses, and groups 
who help feed our volunteers—many donating multiple times!

Food & 
Beverage 
Donations
We are grateful for the many 
individuals, businesses, and 
groups who help feed our 

volunteers—many donating 
multiple times!

Van’s State Avenue IGA, 
Albertsons-Heights, Rocky 
Mountain College Alumni 

Association, Skyview National 
Honor Society, Dave & Elaine 

Kinnard, Mountain Mudd, 
Helen Fryer, Marilyn Peterson, 
Costco, Wendy’s of Montana, 

Grace United Methodist 
Church Confirmation Class, 

First Interstate Bank-Heights, 
Wells Fargo, Pita Pit, Cheri 

Chevalier, Biff & Ben’s Healthy 
Brews & BBQ, Billings Senior 

High School 30th Reunion 
Committee, Mayflower 
Congregational Church, 

Crowley Fleck, Kristi Foster, 
Shawntel Booth & Angela 

Stensland, Dee Dee Welhaven, 
Kelly & Sam Handley, Girl 

Scouts of Montana & Wyoming, 
American Water Technologies

Jessica Bunn
Bennie Buntjer
Ron Burdorf
Russ Foreman
Julie Gordon
Hjordis Johnson
Tom Mahlen
LeeAnne Murphy
Gayle Ottman
Loween Peterson

Sandy Welch
Dan Yazak
Sharon Yazak
Donna Brown
Mike Hoggan
Jesse Gonzalez
Trisha Kirk
Darlene Knudson
Rachel Martin
Ed Parisian

Sheryl Smart
Donna Newell
Margaret Ping
Shirley Wells
Jody Ballou
Fred Button
Jason Merchen
Melody Murter
Heather Nitz
Nancy Van Maren

Don Agan
Kaycee Carroll
Cheri Chevalier
Dave Fishbaugh
Harry Garberg
Linda McDaniel
Johnny Miller
Peter Mion
John Murphy
David Nelson

Chad Schreiner
Corey Strauss
Mike Vandever
Kevin Kraft
Terry Lee
Jason Hanson
Joanne Timm
Landy Leep
Andy Gott

Habitat 
Committee 
Members

*FairBuild volunteers 
listed in Fair article



Grants/Major Donations
Without the financial support of local Foundations, 

Corporations, Business Partners and Major Donors, Habitat 
for Humanity could not contribute to the low-income housing 
needs in our community. We can’t say “Thanks” often enough 
and hope YOU will thank these kind folks, also… whenever you 
get a chance. Since our last newsletter in May, the following 
major donors have contributed to our mission:

MISPELLED NAME?  
Please contact the office if your name 

or address are spelled incorrectly on the 
mailing label! Thanks!

Let us know if you’d like to
get your newsletter via e-mail.

April 17 - September 1, 2010

What a lovely way to honor a loved one, or a gift 
for someone who has everything!  

Please consider making a donation to Habitat in 
the form of a Memorial or an Honorarium gift for 
birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, or other special 

occasions. We will send the recipient, or their 
family, a special card acknowledging your gift. Your 
gift to Habitat for Humanity Mid-Yellowstone Valley 

will help us to further our mission of providing 
housing to those in need! Thank you.

In Honor of Nahid Hamzei
Sheryl Stanley

In Honor of Don & Marilyn Floberg
Frank & Jill Witt

In Memory of Bonnie Porter
Everett & Carole Jones

In Honor of Tim Miller
Margaret Cunningham 

In Honor of Audrey Jurovich
The Jurovich Family  

In Honor of Margaret Ping
Betty Bishop 
Beverly Buzzelli 
C.E. & Naomi Sweeney  
Charles & Betty Jane Blevans 

In Memory of Rosemary Boschert
Michael Brown

In Memory of Larry Olson
Bob Williamson

In Memory of Amy & Henry Easton
Shirley Voyta

In Memory of Kenneth Buechler 
Marilyn Buechler

In Memory of Joe Kratochvil
Russ & Dorothy Foreman

In Memory of Arvin Banderob
Russ & Dorothy Foreman 

In Memory of Sigrid Tinonen
Zita O’Loughlin

In Memory of Edna Workman
Habitat Board of Directors & Staff 
Bennie Buntjer

Memorials & Honor Gifts

Every gift
to Habitat is a testament to 

the caring and unselfish spirit 
of Habitat supporters and 

friends around the world.  We 
appreciate your donations of 

financial support. The enclosed 
envelope is for your convenience.

Save the Dates!
“Building A Stronger Habitat for Humanity” 

Our 10th Annual B.A.S.H.H. at Billings Hotel & Convention Center, April 2, 2011

“I Helped Built It” Golf Tournament  
4th Annual Tournament, Pryor Creek Golf Course, July 16, 2011. Shotgun Start at 2:00 pm – Scramble



When we started the ReStore five and a half years ago I 
don’t recall anyone using the term “repurpose.”  I had wanted 
to have a continuous funding source for our affiliate and a 
place where folks could buy very inexpensive supplies to make 
their homes and neighborhoods better places to live; and to 
keep tons of usable items out of the landfill.  It has amazed 
me what some of our volunteers, staff, and customers have 
done by “repurposing” ReStore items.  Jolene Young has used 
cabinet knobs and door knobs with corks to make beautiful 
and useful bottle stoppers and reused old windows to make 
mini-green houses.  Matt Fockler buys different sizes, colors, 
and textures of ceramic tiles to make works-of-art bathrooms 
and mosaic murals.  Sue Halligan has redone her travel trailer 
flooring in a great retro-style.  Shani Zigweid has used some 
old French doors and wooden windows to make a wonderful 

display in the ReStore so we can post pictures and progress 
reports on what’s going on at the house build site.  Next time 
you’re in the ReStore, check out Shani’s display and the new 
bulletin board with pictures of all these great projects.  We 
even have some instruction sheets on how to do some of the 
projects yourself.

These past six months have been great for me personally 
and I would like to thank everyone in the Mid-Yellowstone 
Valley Habitat for Humanity affiliate and ReStore for the chance 
to come back and “repurpose” me.  There are so many caring 
people….from all kinds of backgrounds, faiths, and careers 
who have come and “repurposed” their time and talents so that 
some hardworking families can finally own their own home!  
Thanks to all!

nonprofit org
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paid
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201 N. 15th Street
Billings, Montana 59101

Please Help Us...
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please call 
us at 652-0960 and let us know. Your response will help 

us act as better stewards of our resources. Thank you.

Visit our Store at 201 N. 15th Street
(406) 256-0409

ReStore Report 
by Joe Hoch, General Manger

NEW HOURS:
As of October 1

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-3pm


